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ASBESTOS — ERADICATION AND COMPENSATION 

Statement by Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations) [9.13 am]: I rise to 
advise the house of the steps taken and progress made by the McGowan government in the eradication of asbestos 
and ensuring fair outcomes for those affected by asbestos-related illnesses. Members will be aware of the terrible 
cost that has been and is being paid by those affected by the shocking effects of asbestos exposure. It was of great 
concern that in October 2017, WorkSafe advised the government that it had become aware of up to 3 500 rail 
carriages that had been imported into Western Australia and had asbestos in the friction wear plates. Working 
through the regulator, the company was issued with a notice to replace all the asbestos by 2019. Clearly, the 
importation of these rail carriages was not lawful and we have ensured that this matter has been fully raised with 
the federal authorities. Moreover, we also ensured that WorkSafe communicated clearly and strongly with the 
industry about the risks of asbestos in rail carriages. 

The issue of asbestos in quad bikes has also been dealt with by the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and 
Safety. Asbestos-containing components have previously been identified in brake shoes, heat shield washers and 
gaskets in some quad bikes and scooters. The Asbestos Safety and Eradication Agency has published alerts on this 
issue. The department has proactively inspected seven quad bike or scooter dealerships during 2018 to check that 
asbestos work was being undertaken safely when dealers were involved in the above recalls and adequate systems 
were in place to reduce the risk of importing plant with asbestos-containing components. These proactive 
inspections generally found that suitable systems were in place. 

I would also like to bring to the attention of members a couple of innovative approaches being taken by other 
departments in aiding to manage the eradication and risks from asbestos. The Department of Health’s 
environmental health directorate has developed a number of tools and resources for residential asbestos 
identification. Recently, working with Curtin University, an app, called ACM Check, has been developed to help 
identify materials containing asbestos in residential settings. The app identifies asbestos-containing materials 
through a questionnaire that seeks information about the age of a house, its renovation history and key building 
materials used. The app is available free of charge from the App Store and Google Play. The Water Corporation 
has developed and delivered a project to remove water supply pipes that, in the 1960s and 1970s, were coated  
in bituminous material containing asbestos. This has led to a custom-built facility dedicated to the storage  
and processing of asbestos and bituminous coated pipes, with the potential application to others containing  
coated products. 

The McGowan government recognises that asbestos-related diseases are a significant issue and is profoundly 
sympathetic to those suffering from such illnesses. I commend Hon Kate Doust for her work in introducing the 
Asbestos Diseases Compensation Bill 2014 in the Legislative Council. The economic analysis proposed by the 
Law Reform Commission of WA in its final report “Project 106—Provisional Damages and Damages for 
Gratuitous Services” was recently completed by the Insurance Commission of Western Australia. The government 
will make a decision about future reform as soon as is practicable. 
 


	ASBESTOS — ERADICATION AND COMPENSATION
	Statement by Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations


